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Penfriend Program - Love Mails Around

Is there anyone who can talk to me?

66

I feel bored and down, is there anyone who can listen to me?

Of course, our volunteers can talk to you and listen to you.

Since the launch of “Penfriend Program: Love Mails Around” last year, we have received

requests from some prisoners for having a

penfriend. We have matched prisoners U‘

with our penfriend members. ﬁ

Penfriend Program continues this Y\\& :

year. If you are interested, please join -

the program by mailing to P.O. Box . |

44001, Shau Kei Wan, Hong Kong. —

Please write your name, number, the a
v

institution, return address, and
“Penfriend Program: Love Mails
Around” on the envelope. / 'I
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Vice Chairman’s Words - Out of Darkness Light

It was October 1989 when I first stepped into one of the Correctional Institutions in Hong Kong. It was
a privilege to meet the PFA's Vice - Chairman, Jane Crawley, who gave me the first step of joining the
prestigious prison visiting organisation. I will never forget the first experience I had when CSD gave our
church the approval to sing in Pik Uk Correctional Institute. I received my visitor pass in January 1990.

My calling prompted me to do this. I was still a student in the Seminary when this passion grew in my
heart because the Detention Centre is across the road from the Seminary.

It is not of duty or obligation as a missionary to visit you, my friends. It is the commitment laid in my
heart for Jesus said that “I was once in prison and ye visited me not". My love for Jesus Christ prompted
me to do this. I will be a sunbeam for you.

Every time I visit the first question you ask me is how it is outside. Sometimes I do not know how to
answer because while that may be exciting for me, it may not be for you or I will make you more in
despair. Politically, it was always shown in the TV that I do not want to discuss it. At some institutions
nature can be seen, but there are those that concrete wall covers them.

Another question that most of you asked me was (or is?) “What do you do in Hong Kong?”

Yes, PFA is a non-religious organization, but it cannot be hidden for this is me Lorna Gabinera - a firm
believer of Jesus Christ with assurance of eternal life. Many of you have asked me who I am, and I could
not deny this identity. Some of you started asking me questions and many had changed lives.

Itis a great joy not only to me but to the angels in heaven over one person who surrenders his life to the
Lord Jesus by asking forgiveness of what was done that is against the will of God.

May I relate some of those guys who have given their lives to the Lord?

Person A. When I first met this guy, he did not know English. I taught him the English alphabet first, then
grammar, then reading. In reading I used the Bible. When he was released, he continued and
eventually he became a Pastor and obtained his Doctor of Divinity after years of ministry and studies.
He has started a Prison ministry in the country where he settled.

Person B. When I visited him, he said that he realized what he had done and asked forgiveness of his
sins and surrendered his life to Jesus Christ. When he was released, he went to different countries
preaching the Gospel until after two years of doing that he settled in one country and was able to
restore his relationship with his family. He started two churches where he is now.

Person C. His first question when I visited him, he asked, “Is there any forgiveness of what I have done?”
I answered, “Yes, only God can forgive your sins.” He went back to his own country and his family
welcomed him back, to his joy, there are many who became Christians among his brothers.

Person D. This guy also does not know English. He was given a life sentence. What can I give him? It is
only God's word. I shared to him the gospel, taught him the Bible and through studying his English was
improved. He is a changed man because in spite of his sentence there is hope for eternity. Finally, he
was given a chance and was released.

Again, PFA is a non-religious organization but when I am asked, I am ready to give an answer to
everyone who asks with reason and hope.
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40th Anniversary of the PFA
Picture and Slogan Design Competition

The Prisoners’ Friends’ Association (“PFA") has been established for 40 years. Over the past 40 years, the
PFA volunteers have built friendship with persons in custody (“PICs”) via visits and correspondence,
making them know that the society still cares about them, keeping them in touch with the world outside,
and helping them rehabilitate. The PFA is organising a “40th Anniversary of the PFA” picture and slogan
design competition. The competition aims at promoting the awareness and understanding of PICs
about the PFA, and showcasing the talent and creativity of PICs to the public.

The details of the competition are as follows:

Theme: Conveying congratulations, thoughts, or feelings on the 40th anniversary of the PFA through
pictures and/or slogans.

Entry category: The competition is opened to all PICs in correctional institutions and rehabilitation
centers. Participants can take part in the competition as individuals.

Method of submission: Submit the entry and mail it to the PFA's mail box “P.O. Box 44001, Shau Kei
Wan, Hong Kong”. Please mark the name, number, institution of participant and “PFA 40th Anniversary
Competition” at the back of the entry and the envelop.

Judging criteria: Relevancy to the theme (40%); creativity (30%); artistic presentation / content and
structure (30%).

Adjudication panel: The PFA Executive Committee.

Outstanding entries: Five outstanding entries will be selected for picture and slogan design
competitions respectively. There will be a champion, a first runner-up, a second runner-up and merit
awards for each group.

Prizes: Each participant will receive a commemorative certificate issued by the PFA. The outstanding
pictures and slogans will be published on the PFA newsletter.
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BB SRS Easter Card for You
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DE Comer for Prisoners’ Masterpiece

Love is All You Need

Wood was finally released from prison. He
bid his friends farewell before his release
and he was filled with emotions. He held
Heqing Huang's hands and said, “Love is all
you need.” They, being Christians, knew
that “love” is
one of the core
values pursued
by Christianity.
Heqing
produced a card
out of this
sentence to
encourage and
remind himself.

Heqing recalled

% BRI A that Wood
SEEARKE - | made friend
HEHR: [RE with him when
IREEEE B & B he was sent to
B AZEAE . AR prison many
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people will be
grateful to you and treat you well.”

Prisoners have conscience and compassion,
but only a few of them show kindness. If
everyone loves each other, this world will
become better and more beautiful.
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Introduction of PFA

The Prisoners’ Friends' Association (PFA) was
ETIFE established in 1982. It is a voluntary organisation and

RREBEMRRIFGIR ? MRIRFH LR PIRRAIRE
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Z 8 Executive Committee Member: Robert Allender,
Jason Wong, Jenny Fok, Sarah Leung, Mike Newby

2 % Newsletter Team

#®#8 Editor: Jessica Ho, Kent Wong
=%t Design: Kristie Ip

does not have any religious background. Our aim is to
give friendship to prisoners, especially those who
have no regular visitors. We hope to be able to help
prisoners cope with imprisonment as well as prepare
for rehabilitation. PFA members are of different
nationalities and can communicate with Chinese and

Visits of volunteers
Would you like a PFA volunteer to visit you? If yes,

please tell your Welfare Officer.
foreign prisoners.
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Correspondence with volunteers

How's about being penfriend with our volunteers?
If you are interested, please join our “Penfriend
Program: Love Mails Around” by mailing to “P.O. Box
44001, Shau Kei Wan, Hong Kong”. Please write your
name, number, return address (the institution),
and “Penfriend Program: Love Mails Around” on
the envelope.
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Disclaimer: The purpose of this Member Newsletter is to maintain the
communication between PFA members and prisoners. The PFA and its
officers are not liable for incidental, indirect, consequential, special,
punitive, or exemplary damages of any kind, based on errors, omissions,
or other inaccuracies in the content of the publication, whether or not such
damage, claims, losses or injuries were foreseen or foreseeable.
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